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The Peace of Westphalia 
The Peace of Westphalia is a name used collectively for the two treaties signed in the October of the year 1648. The signing of the treaties took place in two Westphalian cities which were Munster and Osnabruck. The treaties aimed to end two wars that were overlapping. The two treaties in The Peace of Westphalia were The Peace Treaty of Osnabruck and The Peace Treaty of Munster (Gross, 1984). The signing of the treaties successfully ended one of the deadliest wars that had lasted for thirty years from the years 1618 to 1648. The peace of Westphalia was looked at as a significant step that would lead to peace in the world. 
The Importance of the Peace of Westphalia across Europe
Even though the treaties' signing didn't entirely restore peace across Europe, it carried a lot of importance across Europe. One implication was that the treaties helped establish a new system of the order of politics in Europe. A new government was established which would follow the statutes of the treaties. Europe was also able to develop a base of national self-determination. Balance of power in Europe was created due to the establishment of state sovereignty (Croxton, 1999). Interstate diplomacy was also established. The Peace of Westphalia provided a base for a modern state system, which proved useful for Europeans. The Peace of Westphalia was also crucial in helping the rulers of the imperial states make their own choices when deciding on the religious leaders. 
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